
 
Birthday Celebrations for  
 

o HH the 17th Gyalwa Karmapa Ogyen Trinley Dorje  Saturday the 26th of June 
o HH the 14th Dalai Lama Tenzin Gyatso  Sunday the 4th of July 
 
Venue - Palpung Institute 13-15 Bryan Street, Invermay, TAS 

Saturday the 26th of June 2010 was a full moon day which also coincided with a Lunar Eclipse. 
Being an Astrologically powerful day our positive and negative actions were multiplied 10,000,000 
times. So it is an important opportunity to cultivate virtue and purify past negative karma.  

 

 

Abbot Venerable Choje Lama Shedrup assisted by Venerable Lama Tsewang conducted a Long Life 
Mandala Offering ceremony to celebrate His Holiness’s birthday.  
 
The Institute was also delighted that Ani Sonam  (centre of picture) was able to travel from Hobart to 
participate in the joyous celebrations to honour His Holiness’s birthday. 
 
This special celebration came not long after the Institute had successfully completed a major exercise in 
formally consecrating several of the deity statues shown here in the background image of the Gompa’s 
main altar. The Institute’s sangha very much enjoyed the loving guidance and hard work extended by 
Venerable Lama Tsewang in undertaking all necessary work to consecrate the Statues by 27th May 2010. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Photo Legend: The party is seen here standing in front and alongside one of the altars set up to support 
offerings of food, plants and images of His Holiness and that of Vajradhara Chamgon Kenting Tai 
Situpa. 
 
Universal Deity Day 
After His Holiness's Birthday ceremony was completed by 11:00 AM on the Saturday, 26th June, we all 
then undertook a 1 hour drive to Drys Bluff at Liffey mountainside where the Venerable Lamas 
conducted a Healing Fire (Sang) Puja and the raising of prayer flags. The Sang Puja is a profound 
Vajrayana ritual which honours The Three Jewels, The Three Roots, the entire universe, all realms and 
local deities and enhances the peace and prosperity of the local environment and all its' inhabitants.  
 
It was clear before the puja parties arrival that all was auspicious, and in good order with the natural 
world as we were blessed with the sight of beautiful rainbows as we approached the property at the base 
of Drys Bluff. Through parts of the ceremony Venerable Choje Lama Shedrup also noted that we were 
also being blessed by the natural world with very light, soft rain or drizzle. Water, as a sacred life giving 
substance, also brings special qualities of resonance and blessing that only it, by its very nature, can 
conduct and amplify. 
 
Though a slightly chilly winter’s day, it was a good sized party of people that attended the healing Puja 
and blessing, in honour of the natural world. Prayer flags had been made to be erected and hung onsite, 
along with many special food offerings. Excellent purifying smoke was generated from the burning of 
juniper and eucalypt, and much enjoyment was had by all when the time came to throw flour and rice in 
honour of the blessing. 
 
At the end of the formal Puja activities, the party set too, to plant several locally bred native trees and 
shrubs to ensure that the blessings and benefits of the day would be carried forward for many years, and 
hopefully decades, to come in support of the natural world through provision of shelter, habitat and food 
bearing plants for native birds and animals. The plants were very kindly donated by a local native plant 
production nursery, Habitat Plants, after they heard what the plants were intended to be used for. 
 



It was very kind, and an unexpected and lovely act of loving generosity on the nursery owners part. It 
was also lovely to see the enjoyment this tree planting activity provided to members of the sangha and to 
Venerable Choje Lama Shedrup. 
 
Tree planting at Liffey 
 

 
 
 
In closing, Mother Nature had the both the last and best word to say about the auspicious nature of the 
days activities. 
 
As we drove home in the still, cold air of the dusk, the full moon rose large, very clear and very bright in 
the eastern horizon, whilst the sun set large and golden orange-red on the western horizon in perfect 
balance to each other. The incredible ‘balance’ and majesty of these two great planetary orbs on the edge 
of the evening horizons east and west is impossible to describe adequately in words, other than to say it 
was both breathtaking and very touching to the heart to bear witness to such, after a good days work and 
journey done. 
 
Thank you everyone for all your hard work in making the day such a success. 

 
May All Sentient Life be Free of Suffering and the Causes of Suffering ! 

 
OM MANI PEME HUNG 
OM MANI PEME HUNG 
OM MANI PEME HUNG 

 
 
 


